
Eaton Square Prep School Recommended Reading List: Years 3 and 4 

 

 

The following books are appropriate for children in Years 3 and 4, and they will help to improve their word reading, vocabulary and 

understanding. This list is by no means exhaustive and exploring other titles by these authors or similar is greatly encouraged!  

 

Book title Author Front cover Description 

Charlotte’s Web E.B White 

 

This is the tale of how a little girl named Fern - with the help of a friendly talking spider called 
Charlotte - saved her pig, Wilbur, from the usual fate of nice fat little pigs. 

Mr Stink  David Walliams  

 

 
It all starts when Chloe makes friends with Mr Stink, the local tramp. Yes, he smells a bit. But when 
it looks like he might be driven out of town, Chloe decides to hide him in the garden shed. Now 
Chloe's got to make sure no one finds out her secret. And speaking of secrets, there just might be 
more to Mr Stink than meets the eye… or the nose. 

Animals of Farthing 
wood series  

Colin Dann 

 

A group of forest animals unite to help each other to safety in this classic tale of tolerance, 
cooperation, survival, and friendship. When bulldozers enter Farthing Wood, the animals must 
escape before their homes are destroyed. They promise to stick together and protect each other—
but then they get caught in a fire and nearly drown crossing a river. Will their pact hold? ...more 
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The Midnight Fox Betsy Byars 

 

Tom dislikes spending the summer on his aunt's farm until he discovers a black fox in the forest and 
tracks her to her den. 

Fudge Series Judy Blume 

 

Fans young and old will laugh out loud at the irrepressible wit of Peter Hatcher, the hilarious antics 
of mischievous Fudge, and the unbreakable confidence of know-it-all Sheila Tubman in Judy Blume’s 
five Fudge books. Brand-new covers adorn these perennial favorites, and will entice a whole new 
generation. 

The Twits Roald Dahl 

 

Roald Dahl's The Twits was first published in 1980. It tells the tale of a pair of horrible twits and the 

tricks they like to play on each other.Mr and Mrs Twit are extremely nasty, so the Muggle-Wump 

monkeys and the Roly-Poly bird hatch an ingenious plan to give them just the ghastly surprise they 

deserve! 

Harry the Poisonous 
Centipede 

Lynne Reid Banks 

 

Harry is a poisonous centipede but, though he's not very brave, he is the hero of this seriously 
squirmy story. Harry likes to eat things that wriggle and crackle, and things that are juicy and 
munchy! 
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The Famous Five 
Series 
 

Enid Blyton 

 

The Famous Five are among Enid Blyton's best-loved creations and countless children have gone 
adventuring with them since the publication of Five on a Treasure Island in 1942, the first of twenty-
one full-length adventures and numerous short stories. 

The Magic Faraway 
Tree 

Enid Blyton 
 

 

Deep in the country live three children named Jo, Bessie and Fanny. They are extremely fortunate 
because they live near an enchanted wood in which there is a gigantic tree. This tree grows so high 
that it reaches special clouds that contain magical lands which visit every now and again and rest on 
the top-most branches. The children often enter the wood to climb this Faraway Tree right up to 
where the Fairy-Tale places are and one place they visited was Rocking Land and it was rather 
unpleasant because whilst you are there the ground tips up and sideways and you keep falling over.  

Dancing Bear Michael Morpurgo 

 

A gentle and moving story of a young girl and her bear, from bestselling children's author Michael 
Morpurgo. High in the mountains, in a tiny village, an abandoned bear cub is adopted by a lonely 
orphan child. Soon they are inseparable. 
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The BFG Roald Dahl 

 

Captured by a giant! The BFG is no ordinary bone-crunching giant. He is far too nice and jumbly. It's 
lucky for Sophie that he is. Had she been carried off in the middle of the night by the Bloodbottler, 
the Fleshlumpeater, the Bonecruncher, or any of the other giants-rather than the BFG-she would 
have soon become breakfast.  
 
When Sophie hears that they are flush-bunking off in England to swollomp a few nice little 
chiddlers, she decides she must stop them once and for all. And the BFG is going to help her! 

Milly Molly Mandy 
Series 

Loyce Lankster 
Brisley 

 

Join Milly-Molly-Mandy and her friends on their adventures, picnics in the summer, sledging in the 
winter and fun all year round. These much-loved stories are true classics that can be enjoyed again 
and again. 

The Invisible Boy Trudy Ludwig 

 

Meet Brian, the invisible boy. Nobody ever seems to notice him or think to include him in their 
group, game, or birthday party... until, that is, a new kid comes to class. 

When Justin, the new boy arrives, Brian is the first to make him feel welcome. And when Brian and 
Justin team up to work on a class project together, Brian finds a way to shine. 
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Daisy May Jean Ure 

 

Rags to riches story of a young orphan who becomes a famous actress. Daisy is brought up in a 
foundling's hospital in Victorian times. At ten she is sent into service as a skivvy at the Dobell 
Academy. There she watches all the pupils learning how to be young ladies, wearing fine clothes 
and learning how to read, write and... dance. Daisy dreams of being 

The Worst Witch 
Series 

Jill Murphy 

 

'Mildred Hubble was in her first year at the school. She was one of those people who always 
seemed to be in trouble.' 
 
Hold on to your broomstick for magical mayhem with Jill Murphy's much-loved classic The Worst 
Witch- the original story of life at a magical boarding school. Mildred Hubble is a trainee at Miss 
Cackle's Academy for Witches, but she's making an awful mess of it. She keeps getting her spells 
wrong and crashing her broomstick. And when she turns Ethel, the teacher's pet into her worst 
enemy, chaos ensues... 

Mrs Armitage Series Quentin Blake 

 

 Mrs Armitage sets off for a quiet cycle with her faithful dog, Breakspear, but she just can't help 
thinking of ways to improve her bicycle. Before very long she has added three very loud horns, a 
bucket of water to wash her hands, a complete tool kit. 
 
And by the time she has also added a seat for Breakspear, two umbrellas, a cassette player and a 
mouth-organ, Mrs Armitage is riding a very eye-catching contraption. But it is when she finally adds 
the mast and sail, that Mrs Armitage really runs into trouble... 
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Mr Gum Series Andy Stanton 

 

Mr. Gum may be the nastiest man on Earth, but he has the tidiest, greeniest, floweriest, gardeniest 
garden in the world...that is, until a giant whopper of a dog named Jake destroys it in a fit of doggy 
joy. ... 

The Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe 

 

C.S. Lewis 

 

In the never-ending war between good and evil, The Chronicles of Narnia set the stage for battles of 
epic proportions. Some take place in vast fields, where the forces of light and darkness clash. But 
other battles occur within the small chambers of the heart and are equally decisive. 
 
Journeys to the ends of the world, fantastic creatures, betrayals, heroic deeds and friendships won 
and lost -- all come together in an unforgettable world of magic. So join the battle to end all battles. 

Tom’s Private War Robert Leeson 

 

Tom and his gang know there is going to be a war. Then the evacuees arrive. One of them, Scouser, 
sparks a conflict in Tom's gang and as the air-raids intensify, the children's battle culminates in a 
terrifying adventure in a disused mine shaft deep below the earth.  
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Cat Tales: ice Cat Linda Newbery 

 

It’s snowing outside, and Tom’s neighbour Gary is building a snowman with his dad. Tom’s own dad 
is ill, upstairs in bed again. He isn’t strong and boisterous, like dads ought to be. So Tom builds his 
own snow creation: a cold, snarling ice cat. It’s strange … he didn’t mean to build an ice cat. It just 
kind of forced its way out of the snow, rather like the animal sculptures his dad carves when he’s 
well. But Tom’s mum says his dad will never be fully well again, and inside, this turns Tom’s heart to 
ice. He even begins to imagine he sees his vicious ice cat, prowling in the night. One morning, in a fit 
of rage and frustration, Tom destroys Gary’s snowman and his own ice cat. It takes a frank 
conversation with his dad before he is able to build a new, friendlier snow cat with Gary, and finally 
feel the ice inside him melt… 

Hansel and Gretel Anthony Browne 

 

A brilliantly atmospheric retelling of one of the world’s most popular and powerful fairy tales, 
created by a truly great picture book artist: Children’s Laureate Anthony Browne. 

The Abominables Eva Ibbotson 

 

How do you smuggle a family of yetis from Tibet to England? When Agatha Farlingham is kidnapped 
by a yeti on a mountain in Tibet, she soon discovers that the hairy monster is clever and noble. His 
children are in danger from the modern world and he needs her help. She sends them on a top-
secret journey to England and the safety of her ancestral home. But first she must teach them some 
manners. . . A rollicking adventure from the extraordinary imagination of one of Britain’s most 
beloved storytellers 
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The Battle of Bubble 
and Squeak 

Phillipa Pearce 

 

Sid, Peggy and Amy adore the two gerbils, Bubble and Squeak, but their mother detests them. A 
major family battle results, and it’s clear life is never going to be quite the same again. But after a 
near fatal encounter between Bubble and Ginger the cat, Mrs Sparrow begins to see that life with a 
pair of gerbils might not be so bad after all. 

The Iron Man Ted Hughes  

 

How can mankind stop the dreadful destruction caused by the Iron Man? He cannot be kept down. 
But when the Space-Bat-Angel-Dragon, a terrible monster from outer space, tries to lay waste to the 
planet, it is the Iron Man who helps to save the world… Fusing rich elements from myth, science 
fiction and fantasy with a compelling message about the power of peace, The Iron Man smoulders 
with vivid imagery, complemented by dramatic black-and-white artwork. 

The Sheep Pig Dick King Smith 

 

‘Why can’t I learn to be a Sheep-Pig?’ 

When Babe, the little orphaned piglet, is won at a fair by Farmer Hogget, he is adopted by Fly, the 
kind-hearted sheep-dog. Babe is determined to learn everything he can from Fly. He knows he can’t 
be a sheep-dog. But maybe, just maybe, he might be a sheep-pig. 
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Featherlight Peter Bunzl 

 

An unusual visitor brings light to the life of the lighthouse keeper’s daughter in a stunning new 
adventure from the award-winning author of the Cogheart series. When the lighthouse no longer 
shines, what else has the power to guide you to shore? Deryn’s father is the lighthouse keeper on 
Featherstone Island, keeping the lantern lit to protect passing boats from the treacherous rocky 
coastline. But when an emergency arises and Deryn is left alone to keep watch over the lighthouse, 
she finds herself in a terrible situation when the lamp runs out of oil during a wild storm. With a 
fishing boat in peril on the sea, Deryn has to seek help from an unusual source. Will she be able to 
keep the lantern lit through the dark, dangerous night? 

Llama Out Loud Annabelle Sami 

 

Yasmin Shah is a ten-year-old girl who is part of a big, noisy family and doesn’t ever speak. Levi is a 
rude, sassy toy llama, who talks A LOT and has come to wreak havoc in Yasmin’s life. 

Yasmin tries everything she can to escape Levi, but she can’t help being dragged along on his crazy 
antics – and every day brings a new surprise, whether that’s an erupting bin, a flying tuna fish, or a 
hat made from knickers. Life is never boring with Levi around – and could it be that he has a secret 
plan to help Yasmin find her voice? 

 

My Dad’s a Birdman David Almond 

 

Join a father and daughter as they find their wings together and take to the skies in this funny, 
tender tale from the master of contemporary storytelling. 

A warm and wonderfully wacky tale told with heart and hope by the Carnegie award winning author 
David Almond. Lizzie and Dad live in a rainy town in the north of England. It’s just the two of them, 
and Auntie Doreen, who pops round to check Lizzie’s spellings and tell Dad he’s daft – and make 
them nice hot dumplings. But today there’s something unusual going on: why is Dad building 
himself a pair of wings and studying the birds to see how they fly? The Great Human Bird 
Competition of course! 
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Nim’s Island Wendy Orr 

 

Nim lives on a beautiful island in the middle of the wide blue sea with her father, Jack, an iguana 
called Fred, a sea lion called Selkie and a turtle called Chica. But when Jack disappears and disaster 
threatens her home, Nim must be braver than she’s ever been before. And she needs help from her 
friends . . . 

Kieran Larwood The Legend of 
Podkin One-Ear 

 

Winner of the Best Story Blue Peter Book Award. The first Five Realms adventure. 

A thick white blanket covers the wide slopes of the band of hills known as the Razorback Downs . . . 

Podkin is the son of a warrior chieftain. He knows that one day it will be up to him to lead his warren 
and guard it in times of danger. But for now, he’s quite happy to laze around annoying his older 
sister Paz, and playing with his baby brother Pook. Then Podkin’s home is brutally attacked, and the 
young rabbits are forced to flee. The terrifying Gorm are on the rampage, and no one and nowhere 
is safe. With danger all around them, Podkin must protect his family, uncover his destiny, and 
attempt to defeat the most horrifying enemy rabbitkind has ever known. 
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The Wild Robot Peter Brown 

 

The heartwarming and action-packed illustrated novel exploring what happens when nature and 
technology collide.When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that she is alone 
on a remote, wild island. She has no idea how she got there or what her purpose is – but she knows 
she needs to survive.After battling a fierce storm and escaping a vicious bear attack, she realises 
that her only hope for survival is to adapt to her surroundings and learn from the island’s 
unwelcoming animal inhabitants.As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like 
home – until, one day, her mysterious past comes back to haunt her. 

 

Fergus Crane Paul Stewart  

 

Fergus Crane has a pretty normal life, going to lessons on the school ship Betty Jeanne and helping 
his mum in the bakery. But when a mysterious flying box appears at the window of his waterfront 
home, Fergus is whisked off into a daring adventure! The box is followed by a winged mechanical 
horse, which Fergus must ride far away, on a quest to save his long-lost uncle! And soon Fergus 
finds out that his teachers are actually pirates! Can Fergus and his winged horse save his 
schoolmates from the fearsome Fire Island? And what else will Fergus find there? 

Pugs of the Frozen 
North 

Philip Reeve 

 

Reeve and McIntyre bring you another rip-roaring read! The Race to the Top of the World! It comes 
around once in a lifetime, and the prize? Your heart’s desire. Shen and Sika can’t resist the chance 
to win, but competition is fierce. The path to victory is littered with snow trolls, sea monsters, and a 
gang of particularly hungry yetis. But Shen and Sika have something the other contestants don’t 
have. Actually, they have 66 other things; pugs to be exact. That’s a 264 paw-powered sled! Bursting 
with stunning illustration throughout, this is a book not to be missed! 
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Ottoline and the 
Yellow Cat 

Chris Riddell 

 

Introducing Miss Ottoline Brown, an exceptionally inquisitive Mistress of Disguise, and her partner 
in crime, Mr Munroe. Ottoline and the Yellow Cat is a quirky mystery-adventure from Chris Riddell, 
author of the award-winning Goth Girl books. No puzzle is ever too tricky for the two of them to 
solve . . . Ottoline lives in a stylish apartment in Big City with a small hairy creature called Mr 
Munroe. Together they look after the Brown family’s eclectic collections – and dabble in a spot of 
detective work. So they are the first to the scene of the crime when a string of high-society dog-
nappings and jewel thefts hits Big City. Ottoline (who luckily has a diploma from the Who-R-U 
Academy of Disguise) and Mr Munroe go undercover – and expose an ingenious scam 
masterminded by furry feline crook, the Yellow Cat . . . 

The Butterfly Lion  Micheal Morpurgo  

 

The story of a young boy who rescues an orphaned white lion cub from the African bush. They 
remain inseparable until Bertie has to go away to boarding school and the lion is sold to a circus. 
Years later they are reunited. 
 

The Great Elephant 
Chase  

Gillian Cross  

 

When the elephant came to town, Tad and Cissie went to the show like everyone else. Little did 
they know it would change their lives forever. Because of the elephant, they get involved in a chase 
across America, by train, by flatboat, and steamboat.  
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The Way To Sattin 
Shore 

Phillipa Pearce 

 

Kate never knew her dad, but that doesn't stop her missing him. She often secretly visits the 
gravestone with his name on it. But when the gravestone disappears Kate has a mystery on her 
hands. She has to find out what happened and as she delves deeper into her family's past, she 
realizes that there are many secrets to uncover and that all the clues point to one place. 
As Kate races to Sattin Shore her mind is a whirl of emotions: what she finds there will change the 
shape of her life forever. 

Just William Richard Crompton 

 

Whether it's trying to arrange a marriage for his sister or taking a job as a boot boy as step one in his 
grand plan to run away, Just William manages to cause chaos wherever he goes. 

The Spiderwick 
Chronicles  

Tony Diterlizzi  

 

It all started with a mysterious letter left at a tiny bookstore for authors Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly 
Black. Its closing lines: "We just want people to know about this. The stuff that has happened to us 
could happen to anyone." Little could they imagine the remarkable adventure that awaited them as 
they followed Jared, Simon, and Mallory Grace and a strange old book into a world filled with elves, 
goblins, dwarves, trolls, and a fantastical menagerie of other creatures. The oddest part is in 
entering that world, they didn't leave this one! 
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Operation 
Gadgetman 

Malorie Blackman 

 

Beans calls her dad 'Gadgetman' because of the weird and wonderful gadgets he comes up with - 
everything from exploding biscuits to Spy Kits. But when Gadgetman accidentally invents a device 
that could be used to steal millions of pounds, the wrong people find out and Gadgetman is 
kidnapped!With the help of her friends - and her special Gadgetman Spy Kit - Beans is determined 
to track down the kidnappers and rescue her dad. But can she find Gadgetman before he is forced 
to hand over the details of his invention...? 

Beaver Towers  Nigel Hinton  

 

The evil witch Oyin has returned to Beaver Towers with one aim, revenge. She has tried to destroy 
Philip with earth, air and fire. Now she uses her last and most dangerous means of attack, water. 
Philip must head for the sea as his friend is in danger. He has dared to defy Oyin once but this time 
she is waiting for him. 

War Game Michael Foreman 

 

In 1914, four British boys dream of competing for the national soccer team, but join the English 
infantry instead. On Christmas day, after months of fighting, war becomes a game when German 
and British soldiers break all the rules to play soccer and exchange presents... 
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The Invisible Boy Sally Gardner 

 

When his parents are lost in space, Sam is left, heartbroken, in the care of the horrible Hilda 
Hardbottom. Then he finds a tiny spaceship in the cabbage patch and meets a little alien called 
Splodge. How Splodge makes him invisible, and how Sam uses his new talent in his darkest hour, 
makes a touching and extremely funny story with lovely memorable characters. 

Demon dentist David Walliams  

 

Darkness had come to the town. Strange things were happening in the dead of night. Children 
would put a tooth under their pillow for the tooth fairy, but in the morning they would wake up to 
find… a dead slug; a live spider; hundreds of earwigs creeping and crawling beneath their pillow. 
 
Evil was at work. But who or what was behind it…? 

Ice palace  Robert  Swindells   

 

Ivan lives in a land where the winter is dark and fearful. Starjik, King of Winter, steals Ivan's little 
brother and Ivan braves the bitter cold to find him. 
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The Chronicles of 
Narnia series 

C.S Lewis 

 

There are a thousand stories in the land of Narnia all packed with Journeys to the end of the world, 
fantastic creatures, and epic battles between good and evil. 

Charlie And The 
Chocolate Factory 

Roald Dahl 

 

Charlie Bucket's wonderful adventure begins when he finds one of Mr. Willy Wonka's precious 
Golden Tickets and wins a whole day inside the mysterious chocolate factory. Little does he know 
the surprises that are in store for him! 

The Children Of 
Green Knowe 

Lucy M. Boston 

 

There are three children: Toby, who rides the majestic horse Feste; his mischievous little sister, 
Linnet; and their brother, Alexander, who plays the flute. The children warmly welcome Tolly to 
Green Knowe... even though they've been dead for centuries. But that's how everything is at Green 
Knowe. The ancient manor hides as many stories as it does dusty old rooms and the master of the 
house is great-grandmother Oldknow, whose storytelling mixes present and past with the oldest 
magic in the world 
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Carrie’s War Nina Bawden 

 

Albert, Carrie and young Nick are war-time evacuees whose lives get so tangled up with the people 
they've come to live among that the war and their real families seem to belong to another world. 
Carrie and Nick are billeted in Wales with old Mr Evans, who is so mean and cold, and his timid 
mouse of a sister, Lou, who suddenly starts having secrets.  

The Falcon’s Malteser Anthony Horowitz 

 

When the vertically-challenged Johnny Naples entrusts Tim Diamond with a package worth over 
three million pounds, he's making a big mistake. Tim Diamond is the worst detective in the world. 
Next day, Johnny's dead, Tim feels the heat, and his smart younger brother, Nick, gets the package 
and every crook in town on his back! 

The Legend Of 
Captain Crow’s Teeth 

Eoin Colfer 

 

Will's brother Marty is always playing practical jokes. But when he tells the bloodcurdling story of 
the cutthroat pirate Captain Crow, Will is terrified. Is it another one of Marty's tricks, or could 
Captain Crow's ghost really be out to get him? 
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The Snow Spider Jenny Nimmo 

 

On Gwyn's 9th birthday, his grandmother tells him he may be a magician, like his Welsh ancestors. 
She gives him five gifts to help him--a brooch, a piece of dried seaweed, a tin whistle, a scarf, and a 
broken toy horse.  

Desirable Frank Cottrell 
Boyce 

 

George is a self-confessed social reject who spends more time with his Warhammer figures than 
actual people - but when he's given a bottle of aftershave called Desirable, women can't resist him! 
How will he cope with his new-found popularity? And what will happen when the magic wears off? 

The 13 Storey 
Treehouse 

Andy Griffiths 

 

Who wouldn't want to live in a treehouse? Especially a 13-storey treehouse that has a bowling alley, 
a see-through swimming pool, a tank full of sharks, a library full of comics, a secret underground 
laboratory, a games room, self-making beds, vines you can swing on, a vegetable vaporiser and a 
marshmallow machine that follows you around and automatically shoots your favourite flavoured 
marshmallows into your mouth whenever it discerns you're hungry. 
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The Boy Who Met a 
Whale 

Nizrana Farook 

 

From the author of The Girl Who Stole an Elephant comes another brilliant escapade. A thrilling 
adventure set in fictional Sri Lanka, jam-packed with peril and kidnap and a huge blue whale! 
Razi, a local fisher boy, is watching turtle eggs hatch when he sees a boat bobbing into view. With a 
chill, he notices a small, still hand hanging over the side… Inside is Zheng, who’s escaped a 
shipwreck and is full of tales of sea monsters and missing treasure. But the villains who are after 
Zheng are soon after Razi and his sister, Shifa, too. And so begins an exhilarating adventure in the 
shadow of the biggest sea monster of them all… 
 

By Ash, Oak and 
Thorn 

Melissa Harrison 

 

Three tiny, ancient beings – Moss, Burnet and Cumulus, once revered as Guardians of the Wild 
World – wake from winter hibernation in their beloved ash tree home. 
When it is destroyed, they set off on an adventure to find more of their kind, a journey which takes 
them first into the deep countryside and then the heart of a city. 
Helped along the way by birds and animals, the trio search for a way to survive and thrive in a 
precious yet disappearing world ... 
 

The Children of 
Swallow Fell 

Julia Green 

 

The world’s in trouble. When war comes to the heart of the Italian city where Isabella lives with her 
family, everything changes. She makes the long journey with her dad to a safer place – the old 
house where he grew up in the north of England. Isabella must adapt to a completely different life. 
No shops, no electricity, no phone signal. No friends or neighbours – until she meets two ‘wild’ 
children. Rowan and Kelda live by themselves, hidden from the world, survivors of the sickness that 
swept through the valley. When Dad fails to return from a trip to find food, Isabella has to work out 
what to do and how to survive. Together, can the children build a new life, a life for the future? 
What do we really need for a happy life? 
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A Dangerous Game Malorie Blackman 

 

An exciting school trip goes horribly wrong in this thrilling adventure from master storyteller 
Malorie Blackman. 
Although Sam has a long-term illness, all he wants is the chance to lead a normal life. So he is 
thrilled when he finally gets his mum and dad to let him go on the school trip to the Scottish 
Highlands. Sam’s desperate for an adventure and wants to prove to everyone that he’s just as 
strong as his friends. But when some of the boys from his class take a reckless risk in order to win a 
challenge, the trip turns out to be more dangerous than Sam could have imagined.  
 

The Last Bear Hannah Gold 

 

There are no polar bears left on Bear Island. At least, that’s what April’s father tells her when his 
scientific research takes them to this remote Arctic outpost for six months. But one endless summer 
night, April meets one. He is starving, lonely and a long way from home. Determined to save him, 
April begins the most important journey of her life . . . 
This moving story will win the hearts of children the world over and show them that no one is too 
young or insignificant to make a difference. The Last Bear is a celebration of the love between a 
child and an animal, a battle cry for our world and an irresistible adventure with a heart as big as a 
bear’s. 
 

The Infinite Patience Agbabi 

 

FIGHT CRIME, ACROSS TIME! 
Leaplings, children born on the 29th of February, are very rare. Rarer still are Leaplings with The Gift 
– the ability to leap through time. Elle Bibi-Imbele Ifie has The Gift, but she’s never used it. Until 
now. 
On her twelfth birthday, Elle and her best friend Big Ben travel to the Time Squad Centre in 2048. 
Elle has received a mysterious warning from the future. Other Leaplings are disappearing in time – 
and not everyone at the centre can be trusted. 
Soon Elle’s adventure becomes more than a race through time. It’s a race against time. She must 
fight to save the world as she knows it – before it ceases to exist . . . 
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The Turbulent Term 
of Tyke Tiler 

Gene Kemp 

 

Tyke Tiler and Danny Price are best friends, much to the despair of the headmaster of Cricklepit 
Combined School – because wherever the pair go, trouble is never far behind. Stolen money, a 
sheep’s skeleton, fights in class . . . And somehow it’s always trouble that Tyke has to sort out. 
Can Tyke help the hapless Danny stay out of trouble for their last term? And what final surprise does 
Tyke have in store? 
Mischief and astonishment abound in this hilariously funny classic story from award-winning author 
Gene Kemp. 
 

Dead Man’s Cove Lauren St John 

 

“What I want,” Laura declared, “is to have a life packed with excitement like some of the characters 
in my books.” 
When orphaned Laura Marlin is sent from the children’s home to live with her uncle in Cornwall, she 
dreams of a life of excitement just like the characters in her favourite detective novels. But when 
she gets to Uncle Calvin’s spooky house, she is confronted with mysteries. Nothing is as it seems. Is 
Tariq, the shopkeeper’s silent son, a friend or an enemy? Why does her uncle seem so intent on 
hiding his past? And why is everyone so afraid of Dead Man’s Cove? When Laura finds a message in 
a bottle, she starts to investigate. But this deadly quest will test her detective skills to the limit – and 
put her on a collision course with villains who will stop at nothing to get their own way. Laura’s 
adventures begin in this first captivating mystery from the bestselling author of the White 
Giraffe series. 
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Krindlekrax Philip Ridley 

 

“You know when you feel a rumbling in the ground, and people tell you it’s a tube train going by? 
Well, it’s not a tube train,’ Corky said. ‘It’s the thing that lives in the sewers. It comes up at night, 
when we’re asleep.’ 
‘What is it?’ Ruskin asked breathlessly. 
‘Krindlekrax,’ Corky replied. 
There are plenty of weird and wonderful characters who live on Lizard Street. The hero of our story 
is Ruskin Splinter. But to be honest, Ruskin is a very unlikely hero. Small and thin, with knock-knees, 
thick glasses, a squeaky voice, no one at Ruskin’s school believes he’s capable of anything – all 
except for Ruskin’s only friend Corky, the school caretaker. 
Ruskin is therefore delighted when Corky tells him the terrifying story of Krindlekrax: the giant 
crocodile who lives beneath their town’s streets. Finally, a chance to prove himself! But can Ruskin 
really save the day? 
 

Sky Hawk Gill Lewis 

 

Callum and his friends find Iona poaching on Callum’s farm. She is not supposed to be there, but 
Callum feels bad about chasing her away. He finds her shivering in the woods, refusing to leave. 
There is a secret hidden in the forest above the dark waters of the loch, and Iona is its guardian. 
When she decides to trust Callum with it, they form an indestructible bond that will change Callum’s 
world forever… 
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Journey to the River 
Sea 

Eva Ibbotson 

 

Maia, an orphan, can’t wait to reach her distant relatives a thousand miles up the Amazon. She 
imagines a loving family with whom she will share great adventures. Instead she finds two spiteful 
cousins who see the jungle as the enemy and refuse to go outdoors. But the wonders of the 
rainforest more than make up for the hideous twins and their parents. 
And when Maia meets a mysterious boy who lives alone on the wild river shores, she begins a 
spectacular journey to the heart of an extraordinary and beautiful new world. 
 

Ocean Meets Sky The Fan Brothers 

 

From the creators of The Night Gardener, comes a stunning new picture book about a young boy 
who sets sail to find a place his grandfather told him about… the spot where the ocean meets the 
sky. It’s a good day for sailing. 
Finn lives by the sea and the sea lives by him. Every time he looks out his window it’s a constant 
reminder of the stories his grandfather told him about the place where the ocean meets the sky. 
Where whales and jellyfish soar and birds and castles float. 
Finn’s grandfather is gone now but Finn knows the perfect way to honour him. He’ll build his own 
ship and sail out to find this magical place himself! 
And when he arrives, maybe, just maybe, he’ll find something he didn’t know he was looking for. 
 

The Rover Adventures Roddy Doyle 

 

Join Rover the wonder-dog and the eccentric but lovable Mack family as they get into one madcap 
adventure after the other! The poo is about to hit the shoe… If adults are mean to children, they get 
the Giggler Treatment. It’s smelly. It’s squishy. And it sticks to your shoe. But sometimes, just 
sometimes, the Gigglers make a mistake… Can Robbie, Kayla, Jimmy and Rover the dog come to Mr 
Mack’s rescue before the poo hits the shoe? 
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The Book of Not 
Entirely Useful Advice 

A.F. Harrold 

 

Advice comes in many shapes. Poems come in many shapes. And so, it follows, poems of advice 
come in many shapes too. Sometimes they look you in the eye and say, ‘Do this! Don’t do that!’ 
Sometimes they sidle up beside you and whisper, ‘Have you ever thought about … ?’ 
Not everything in this book is necessarily good advice, and not all of it is sensible advice. (But if you 
take the bad or un-sensible advice and don’t follow it, then it may become useful advice in its own 
way.) 
 

The Midnight 
Guardians 

Ross Montgomery 

 

Sometimes at the darkest hour, hope shines the brightest… 
When Col’s childhood imaginary friends come to life, he discovers a world where myths and legends 
are real. Accompanied by his guardians – a six-foot tiger, a badger in a waistcoat and a miniature 
knight – Col must race to Blitz-bombed London to save his sister. 
But there are darker forces at work, even than the Nazi bombings. Soon Col is pursued by the 
terrifying Midwinter King, who is determined to bring an eternal darkness down over everything. 
 

 


