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The Sixth Form is an exciting stage in a young person’s life. Our aim is 
to provide a curriculum which unlocks academic potential and instils 
a love of learning. Teaching and Learning are done in a collaborative 
environment of small groups where students progressively move from 
dependence at GCSE to independence as they prepare for life after 
school, whether at University or elsewhere.

Our Sixth Form Curriculum – an overview
At Eaton Square Sixth: students will take academic A-level subjects, 
a research project following the Extended Project Qualification, and 
our unique, bespoke Preparation for Life Programme. Additionally, 
for those who have opted not to do a full Mathematics A-level, but 
want to maintain and keep fresh their mathematical skills, we offer the 
opportunity to follow a certificated Mathematics in Context course.

A-level (Advanced Level) Programme
Students will typically follow three A-level subjects, which are ‘linear’ 
courses, meaning that they are examined at the end of the two years.  
Occasionally a student may study four or two. A student normally need 
a minimum of two A-levels passes to go to a UK University. 

Introduction
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Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) (AQA)
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is popular with students and 
teachers alike. It provides an opportunity for students to extend their 
abilities beyond their sixth form course of study, stand out and prepare 
for university or their future career.

EPQ is an A-level standard standalone qualification designed to extend 
and develop students’ abilities beyond the A-level syllabus and prepare 
for university or their future career.

It can be taken as an extension of other Level 3 qualifications or 
vocational qualifications and it is equivalent to half an A-level.  It’s 
recognised by universities and employers and many universities make 
lower A-level offers to students undertaking an EPQ.

How it works
The EPQ allows students to lead their own projects. Students get to 
plan and carry out research on a topic that they’ve chosen and isn’t 
covered by their other qualifications. They can take inspiration from 
something touched on in class or something personal and unrelated to 
their studies. They then use this research to produce a written report 
and, in the case of practical projects, an artefact or a production.

By taking responsibility for the choice, design and decision making of an 
individual project (or an individual role in a group project) students
• become more critical, reflective and independent learners
• develop and apply decision-making and problem-solving skills
• increase their planning, research, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and 

presentation skills
• learn to apply technologies confidently
• demonstrate creativity, initiative and enterprise.
 

EPQ

All of our students will participate in our unique Preparation for Life 
programme. This programme aims to prepare students for life beyond 
school in the broadest sense. The programme has two strands; a weekly 
workshop and dedicated personal enrichment time. Weekly workshops 
take a variety of forms and include external speaker sessions, group 
projects, trips and visits, workplace experience and more. Students are 
required to be proactive in making the most of these sessions to gain 
valuable skills and knowledge to prepare them for adult life. 

Sixth Form requires students to build on their research, application, time 
management and many more skills and therefore all Year 12 student 
will start Preparation for Life with a variety of sessions aimed to further 
develop these. For a number of students this will lead into starting their 
Extended Project Qualification. Students will also engage in sessions 
ranging from Professional Skills, Leadership Development, Financial 
Literacy and Political Understanding to UCAS, Careers and University 
Guidance. 

Personal enrichment time is dedicated time each week for students to 
develop their own passions and areas of strength. Students will identify 
goals to work towards each term. There is a range of options to suit 
each student’s preference from the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award to 
mentoring younger students, volunteering with a charity or developing 
a particular skill. 

The world of work is changing at a rapid pace. By helping students 
to explore their potential, by focusing on values and by promoting 
breadth, we put them in a strong position to seize and create future 
opportunities.

This provision is enhanced by us working closely with Dukes sister 
companies, including Investin and Oxbridge Applications. This means 
students have a bespoke programme that is timely unique to Eaton 
Square life.

 

Preparation
for Life (PfL)
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https://investin.org/collections/our-programmes?msclkid=95e4dad5db7f1ad43ea1b95154dc7f0a&utm_campaign=S%20-%20Search%20-%20Generic%20-%20Brand%20-%20Parents%20-%20New%20Users%20-%20UK&utm_content=Investin&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=bing&utm_term=Investin
https://oxbridgeapplications.com/about-us/


Mathematics 
in Context

Mathematics in Context (Edexcel)
We offer the Mathematics in Context course, designed if you’re aged 
16+ and have achieved an A* to C in GCSE Mathematics, but you’ve 
chosen not to continue your maths studies at A-level. This engaging and 
relevant qualification will improve your mathematical knowledge and 
show you how to apply it in real-world contexts.

It will prepare you for professional training or higher education courses, 
or equip you to apply for employment or higher apprenticeships in a 
wide range of industry sectors.

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Certificate in Mathematics in Context 
consists of two externally examined papers. The qualification is graded 
and certificated on a five-grade scale from A (the highest) to E (the 
lowest). Students must complete both papers in May/June in any single 
year.

Paper 1: Comprehension (40% of the total qualification)

Overview of content
This paper will examine the following content areas:
• application of statistics
• probability
• linear programming
• sequences and growth.

Overview of assessment
• Written examination paper with two sections, A and B, and a source 

booklet. 
• The source booklet will detail two real-life contexts. These contexts 

will be assessed in the written paper, which requires students to 
comprehend, interpret and analyse the content in order to answer 
the questions. One context will be assessed in Section A and the 
other context will be assessed in Section B. Students will need to 

refer to the source booklet when answering the questions.  The 
source booklet will be available for centres to download from the 
Exam Board’s website (qualifications.pearson.com) no later than 15 
April for the examinations in May/June of that year. A ‘clean’ copy 
will be provided in the examination. Students must not bring their 
copy into the examination. 

• A calculator is allowed.
• Assessment duration is 1 hour and 40 minutes.
• The paper consists of 60 marks.
• A formulae sheet is given at the front of the source booklet.

Paper 2: Applications  (60% of the total qualification)

Overview of content
This paper will examine the following content areas:
• application of statistics
• probability
• linear programming
• sequences and growth.

Overview of assessment
• Written examination paper with two sections, A and B, and a source 

booklet. The source booklet will detail one themed task in Section 
A – this will be the same as one of the contexts provided in Paper 1. 
Students will need to refer to the source booklet when answering 
the question. Section B will contain three tasks, each of which has 
a separate theme. The four themes will be assessed in the written 
paper, which requires students to apply their problem-solving skills 
in order to answer the questions. A calculator is allowed. 

• The assessment duration is 1 hour and 40 minutes. 
• A calculator is allowed.
• The paper consists of 80 marks.
• A formulae sheet is given at the front of the source booklet 
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Art and 
Design

A-level Art and Design (Fine Art) (Edexcel)

About the Course
Fine Art A-level will enable you to develop exciting and innovative 
visual responses to the observed world. You will be taught to develop 
essential skills that will help you to challenge your own perceptions. 
You will also investigate different cultures, art history and other 
influences to inspire your work and to develop your understanding 
of how to generate meaning with art. This course will enable you to 
develop varied ideas using unexpected approaches.

What you will study
In this course, drawing from observation forms the basis of the fine 
art development process, from visual research to final outcomes. You 
will be encouraged to experiment with the possibilities of traditional 
and non-traditional media in 2D and 3D. You will learn many new and 
challenging approaches to drawing and painting from observed subjects 
and your sketchbooks will be filled with sustained and self-focused 
explorations as you explore the formal elements of line, tone, colour, 
composition, shape and texture. Contextual understanding is vital and is 
developed through the individual and class study of art history though 
museums trips, contemporary art shows, architecture, literature and 
music. You will also investigate nature and the man-made world through 
self-devised visual research.

The skills you will learn in the first year provide a starting point for 
your second year. These skills will enable you, with guidance, to pursue 
your own individual creative and visual ideas. You will choose your 
own starting points for the practical portfolio, and by analysing and 
refining your work, you will work to produce ambitious, challenging and 
thoughtful responses.

In addition to your practical portfolio work you will also complete a 
written and illustrated related study of between 1000 - 3000 words. 

which is presented as an art portfolio and practical outcome(s). There 
are also marks allocated to a written Related Study (20% of the 
coursework grade). In addition to the coursework there is an externally 
set practical which is worth 40% of the overall A-level mark. Projects are 
marked by the teachers and externally moderated by the examination 
board. 

What skills you will need for the course
You will need to have good drawing skills, a genuine interest in art and a 
real love for experimenting with new ways of working. We also want you 
to really enjoy looking at the work of other artists and questioning why 
they made their work in a particular way. Good written analytical skills 
are an advantage.

Looking ahead after the course
Students who study this course go on to a range of different art and 
design degree courses and Art Foundation. Fine Art A-level will build 
your confidence and open up many different creative pathways for you 
to explore. 

Many of our students progress directly to degree courses in a wide 
range of subjects including Jewellery Design, Architecture, Art History, 
Interior Design, Graphic Design, and Computer Game Design as well as 
Fine Art degrees. Applications to London art schools for Art Foundation 
courses are also popular.
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Biology

A-level Biology (AQA)

About the course 
Biology is the study of life and will give you the skills to make 
connections and associations with all living things around you. If you 
choose to study A-level biology you will also gain an understanding 
of how society makes decisions about scientific issues, as well ways 
in which the scientific community contributes to the success of the 
economy and society.

What you will study

Year 12 content: Biological molecules, cells, organisms exchange 
substances with their environment, genetic information, variation and 
relationships between organisms 

Year 13 content: Energy transfers in and between organisms, organisms 
respond to changes in their internal and external environment, genetics, 
populations, evolution and ecosystems, the control of gene expression 

There are also 12 required practicals including microscopy, 
microbiology and dissection.

Paper 1

What’s assessed
Any content from topics 1–4, including relevant practical skills
• Assessed written exam: 2 hours
• 91 marks
• 35% of A-level

Questions
• 76 marks: a mixture of short and long answer questions
• 15 marks: extended response questions

Paper 2

What’s assessed
Any content from topics 5–8, including relevant practical skills
• Assessed written exam: 2 hours
• 91 marks
• 35% of A-level

Questions
• 76 marks: a mixture of short and long answer questions
• 15 marks: comprehension question

Paper 3

What’s assessed
Any content from topics 1–8, including relevant practical skills
• Assessed written exam: 2 hours
• 78 marks
• 30% of A-level

Questions
• 38 marks: structured questions, including practical techniques
• 15 marks: critical analysis of given experimental data
• 25 marks: one essay from a choice of two titles
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Business 
Studies

A-level Business Studies (AQA)

What will I be studying on the course?
The course is essentially concerned with the management of businesses 
in all its aspects. The central theme is the decision making process 
common to all areas of business activity. You will soon become aware 
that business activity is an integrated process and that decisions made 
in one area always have an impact on other areas. There is a strong 
element of numerical work in developing your understanding of the 
quantitative methods which businesses use to research and measure 
future objectives and actual performance.

Year 1
• What is a business?
• Managers, leadership and decision making
• Decision making to improve marketing, operational, financial and 

human resource performance

Year 2
• Analysing the strategic position of a business
• Choosing strategic direction
• Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies
• Managing strategic change

What will I be doing in lessons?
Business activity is diverse and so is what happens in lessons. You will be 
involved at various times in discussion of current and topical business 
issues, group decision making and research exercises, role-play and 
presentations to the class, individual problem solving and the study of 
business techniques.

This subject will help you develop a variety of skills including problem 
solving, decision making, managing your own learning, using numerical 
techniques with confidence, effective communication, working with 
others, judgment and evaluation.

How will the course be assessed?
This is a new-style linear A-level course. In the second year of the course, 
you will take three external exams that assess content covered in the 
first and second year. These exams will determine your A-level grade. 
Please note that there is no coursework element in this course; the 
assessment is entirely exam based.

Which other courses go well with Business Studies?
It could be argued that business is of value whichever subjects you are 
doing since everyone will encounter the commercial aspects of their 
job at some point in their career. For those keen to pursue a career in 
business, accounting, languages and mathematics are popular choices, 
but in recent years students have combined business with most other 
subjects on offer at the College.
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FAQs about Business Studies

Q: What is the difference between economics and business?
A: Economics attempts to explain how the actions and decisions of 
firms, individuals and governments affect the economy. It has links to 
international affairs and politics, and includes topics such as supply and 
demand, growth, inflation, globalisation and exchange rates.
Business is concerned with the actions and decisions taken by firms 
and focuses on topics such as marketing, staff in the organisation, 
accounting and finance, production and quality, management and 
strategy. Business is less theoretical than economics but requires more 
problem solving skills.

Q: Do I need to have studied business at GCSE?
A: No you don’t. Having studied the subject at GCSE is an advantage 
only in the first year of the course. Some of the content of the first year 
A-level programme is similar to what is covered on the GCSE course.

Q: Do I need to be good in maths to study business?
A: You need to be comfortable with numbers. Examples of Maths used 
in Business are: expressing a change as a percentage, calculating the 
breakeven point, calculating financial ratios and manipulating formulae 
(basic algebra). 

Q: Are there overlaps between business, economics and accounting?
A: The syllabus covers some economics, as it affects how businesses 
adapt to changes in their external environments. There is also some 
analysis of accounting data to assess businesses financial performance. 
The theory is taught in a lesser depth than on either the economics or 
accounting course. 
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Chemistry

A-level Chemistry (AQA)

About the course
A-level Chemistry attempts to answer the big question ‘what is the 
world made of?’ From investigating how one substance can be changed 
drastically into another, to researching a new wonder drug or vaccine 
to save millions of lives, the opportunities that chemistry provides are 
endless.

What you will study
The curriculum is organised into three main parts: organic, inorganic and 
physical chemistry. Knowledge builds from studying the fundamental 
content and skills in Year 12 to applying this to complex contexts and 
examples in Year 13.

There are also 12 required practicals, including organic and inorganic 
experiments. 

Paper 1
What’s assessed
• Relevant physical chemistry topics (sections 3.1.1 to 3.1.4, 3.1.6 to 

3.1.8 and 3.1.10 to 3.1.12)
• Inorganic chemistry (section 3.2)
• Relevant practical skills

Assessment
• written exam: 2 hours
• 105 marks
• 35% of A-level

Questions
• 105 marks of short and long answer questions

Paper 2
What’s assessed
• Relevant physical chemistry topics (sections 3.1.2 to 3.1.6 and 

3.1.9)
• Organic chemistry (section 3.3)
• Relevant practical skills

Assessment
• Assessed written exam: 2 hours
• 105 marks
• 35% of A-level

Questions
• 105 marks of short and long answer questions

Paper 3
What’s assessed
• Any content
• Any practical skills

Assessment
• Assessed written exam: 2 hours
• 90 marks
• 30% of A-level

Questions
• 40 marks of questions on practical techniques and data analysis
• 20 marks of questions testing across the specification
• 30 marks of multiple-choice questions
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Computer 
Science

A-Level Computer Science  (OCR)

About the Course
OCR A-level Computer Science is a practical subject where you can 
apply the academic principles learned in the classroom to real-world 
systems. It combines invention and excitement, looking at the natural 
world through a digital prism. The course highly values computational 
thinking, helping you to develop the skills to solve problems, design 
systems and understand the power and limits of human and machine 
intelligence. These concepts will be the best preparation if you wish to 
study Computer Science at a higher level and will also provide a good 
grounding for other subject areas that require computational thinking 
and analytical skills.

Benefits of A-level Computer Science
• The qualifications will be focused on programming, will build on 

GCSE Computing, and emphasise the importance of computational 
thinking as a discipline.

• There will be an expanded maths focus, much of which will be 
embedded within the course.

• Computational thinking will be at the core of the new specifications.
• The A-level will consist of three components, two of which will 

be externally marked question papers making up 80% of the 
qualification. The remaining 20% will be the coursework project, 
which will have a greater emphasis on coding and programming, 
with a simple assessment model and marking criteria.

What you will learn
Computer Science:
• Allows students to apply academic principles learned in the 

classroom to real world systems in an exciting and engaging manner
• Gives students a clear progression into higher education (the course 

was designed after consultation with members of BCS, CAS and top 
universities)

The course includes the following topics:

Fundamentals of programming, data structure and algorithms
Theory of computation
Fundamentals of data representation
Fundamentals of computer systems
Fundamentals of computer organisation and architecture
Consequences of uses of computing
Fundamentals of communication and networking
Fundamentals of databases
Fundamentals of functional programming
Systematic approach to problem solving

How you will be assessed
Assessments take place at the end of Year 13. There are 3 assessments:
• Computer systems - 140 marks - 2 hours and 30 minutes written 

paper
• Algorithms and programming – 140 marks - 2 hours and 30 minutes 

written paper
• Programming project - 70 marks - coursework

Top links to further your interest 
To further your interest and gain a wider understanding, please see the 
below links:
• An interesting TED Talk - “How technology will transform us”: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IfbOyw3CT6A&feature=emb_
logo 

• BBC Christmas Lectures - A wide range of lectures on how 
technology impacts every part of our lives: https://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/b00pmbqq/episodes/guide

• Course Specification: https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170844-
specification-accredited-alevel-gce-computer-science-h446.pdf
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IfbOyw3CT6A
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https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/




Drama

A-level Drama (AQA) 

About the course
Studying Drama at A-level provides students with a raft of skills that 
will prepare them for further education and beyond. This qualification 
emphasises practical creativity alongside research and theoretical 
understanding. Students learn through experience, seeing theatre and 
making theatre for themselves. Students are introduced to a wide range 
of theatrical styles and contexts as they explore plays practically, devise 
and work on performances. 

Students can choose to develop as a: 
• performer 
• director 
• combination of these

Whichever option you choose, students will gain many invaluable skills, 
both theatrical and transferable, to expand their horizons. Trips to 
the theatre are compulsory and an integral part of the course, as they 
deepen students’ awareness of the theatre as a site of production.

The course is split into three components: 

1. Drama and Theatre (40% of the A-level) – this is the only unit 
component assessed through a written exam. Students will study 
two texts and explore them from the viewpoint of a performer, 
director and designer. As well as analyse the work of live theatre 
makers. This unit is externally marked. 

2. Creating Original Drama (30% of the A-level) – this is a coursework-
based component in which students develop and perform their own 
original piece of theatre. Students complete evidence to support 
and document the process of creating devised drama. This unit is 
internally marked and externally moderated. 

3. Making Theatre (30% of the A-level) – the final component is 

an exploration of three script extracts, with a final assessed 
performance of one extract. Students submit a short-written 
reflection. This unit is externally assessed by a visiting examiner. 
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Economics

A-level Economics (Edexcel)

About the Course 

The aim of the course is to encourage those that are interested in 
Economics to:  

• Develop an interest in and enthusiasm for the study of economics
• Appreciate the contribution of economics to the understanding of 

the wider economic and social environment
• Develop an understanding of a range of concepts and acquire an 

ability to use these concepts in a variety of different contexts
• Use a critical and thoughtful approach to the study of economics 

and develop the ability to think as an economist
• Develop skills, qualities and attitudes which will equip you for the 

challenges, opportunities and responsibilities of adult and working 
life 

You do not need to have studied Economics at GCSE to take an A-level 
course in the subject. It is more important that you should have a lively 
and enquiring mind, an interest in the business and economic world 
including politics and current affairs, a desire to explore new ideas and 
an ability to communicate your ideas effectively.

What you will learn 

Microeconomics 
• Introduction to markets and market failure
• Business behaviour and the labour market

Macroeconomics 
• The UK economy - performance and policies
• A global perspective

How the course is structured 

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Economics A is structured 
into four themes and consists of three externally examined papers. 
Students build knowledge and understanding of core economic models 
and concepts in Themes 1 and 2, and then build on this and apply their 
knowledge to more complex concepts and models in Themes 3 and 4. 
Students will need to apply their knowledge and understanding to both 
familiar and unfamiliar contexts in the assessments and demonstrate an 
awareness of current economic events and policies. 

• Paper 1 (Microeconomics): Markets and business behaviour: 35% of 
the total qualification 

• Paper 2 (Macroeconomics): The national and global economy: 35% 
of the total qualification 

• Paper 3 (Microeconomics and Macroeconomics): 30% of the total 
qualification 

What skills you will develop by studying the course

This course will enable you to develop some key skills, which will be 
essential to you whatever you go on to do afterwards. 

• Analysis and Evaluation 
• Interpretation of Data
• Team working 
• Independent Learning 
 
Progression 

Students can progress from this qualification to:  

• Higher education courses such as economics degrees with a focus 
on theory, or degrees in applied economics such as environmental 
economics, labour economics, public sector economics or monetary 
economics. Alternatively, students may choose to study a business 
economics, mathematical economics, or business degree  

• A wide range of careers ranging from finance, banking, insurance, 
accountancy, management, and consultancy, to becoming 
professional economists 
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English 
Literature

A-level English Literature (OCR)

About the course
The aim of studying English Literature is to appreciate and enjoy the 
different ways in which literature explores character, ideas and the 
experience of life. This involves honing a number of skills which are 
profoundly important in later life, including analytical understanding of 
language, the ability to explore a range of interpretations and the skill 
of writing in a formal, fluent and structured manner. There are many 
university courses and careers for which the study of English Literature 
is acknowledged to be valuable.

Unlike at GCSE, texts are mostly read outside the classroom and 
analysed and explored within. Students are expected to read 
independently and to take an active interest in the texts studied and 
in their own progress. A range of learning methods are employed, 
with group discussion, drama, ICT, presenting and extended writing all 
regularly used in the classroom. All assessment is ultimately by essay 
and long written response. 

Content of the course

Component 1 (40% of A-level): Drama and poetry (pre-1900)

• Section 1: Shakespeare. Two questions: one close analysis of the 
extract (15 marks); one question linking issues in the extract to the 
wider play (15 marks). Total: 30 marks.

• Section 2: Drama and poetry. One non text-specific, literary question 
from a choice of six comparing one drama and one poetry text (30 
marks). 

Assessment of this component will take place in the form of a single, 
closed-text examination lasting 2 hours and 30 minutes.

Component 2 (40% of A-level): Comparative and contextual study of 
set topics (including: American literature 1880–1940; The Gothic; 
Dystopia; Women in literature; and The Immigrant Experience)

• Task 1: A critical appreciation of a passage related to discussion of 
the set topic (30 marks)

• Task 2: A comparative question (at least two texts) on the set topic 
(30 marks) Assessment of this component will take place in the 
form of: a single, closed-text examination lasting 2 hours and 30 
minutes.

Component 3 (20% of A-level): Coursework on three literary texts (one 
prose, one drama, one poetry), all post-1900 

• At least one text must be post-2000 and one may be a significant 
text in translation

• Two assignments: (3,000 words in total): 
• Either a close reading (1,000 words) or re-creative writing 

task (400 words) with commentary on one text (600 words)
• A comparative essay on two texts (2000 words) Assessment 

of this component will take place in the form of two extended 
coursework tasks. Students will be permitted teacher 
feedback on one draft but otherwise, they are expected to 
plan and research independently.  
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Geography

A-level Geography (EDEXCEL)

About the course
The Geography A-level syllabus provides an opportunity to dive both 
into the physical and human aspects of everyday Geography. The 
specification offers an issues-based approach to studying geography, 
enabling students to explore and evaluate contemporary geographical 
questions and issues such as the consequences of globalisation, 
responses to hazards, water insecurity and climate change. By the end 
of the course, students will be able to analyse topics in detail, interpret 
the environment around them and be able to draw accurate conclusions 
in relation to their surroundings.

The subject is split into 4 components:

Component 1: Physical geography

What are the topics and what is assessed?
• Tectonic Processes and Hazards
• Coastal Landscapes and Change 
• The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 
• The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes
• 105 marks
• 30% of A-level

Component 2: Human geography

What are the topics and what is assessed?
• Globalisation
• Regenerating Places

• Superpowers
• Health, Human Rights and Intervention

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes
• 105 marks
• 30% of A-level

Component 3: Synoptic Investigation of a Contemporary 
Geographical Issue

What’s assessed
• Students use all their knowledge and information to analyse a set 

of resources and make geographic decisions based on their data 
interpretation

How it’s assessed
• Written Exam: 2 hours and 15 minutes
• 70 marks
• 20% of A-level

Component 4: Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) – An A-Level 
Independent Investigation

What’s assessed
• Students complete an individual investigation (3000-4000) words 

which must include data collected in the field. The individual 
investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and 
developed by the student relating to any part of the specification 
content

How it’s assessed
• Individual Student Project
• 70 marks
• 20% of A-level
• Marked by teachers and moderated by EDEXCEL
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Government 
& Politics

A-level Government & Politics A-level (AQA)

About the course
Covering news and current affairs from the UK and US, Politics helps 
you to understand how the country is run and develops research, 
written communication, and debate skills. It’s a great choice if 
you’re considering studying politics, sociology, ethics, advertising, 
or journalism at university and is highly regarded by employers in 
industries including politics, international organisations, the media, 
government, and the civil service.

Component 1: Government & Politics of the United Kingdom

Students will study:
• The British Constitution
• The Structure and Role of Parliament
• The Prime Minister & Cabinet
• The Judiciary
• Devolution and Power Sharing

Component 2: Government & Politics of the USA

Students will study:
• Democracy & Participation
• Elections and referendums
• Political Parties
• Pressure Groups
• The European Union

Component 3: Political ideas

Students will study:
• The history and thinkers of core political ideologies of Liberalism, 

Conservatism and Socialism
• The history and thinkers of alternative ideologies such as 

Nationalism, Feminism, Anarchism

Assessment
Government & Politics is assessed using three examinations, each of 2 
hours in length. The examinations are each worth one third of the final 
grade.
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History

A-level History (Edexcel)

About the course
Studying A-level History allows you to make connections between the 
world of today and the world of the past. When we analyse important 
historical events, we learn about the consequences of people’s actions 
and we can apply this knowledge to our understanding of current 
affairs, learning valuable lessons for the future.

Component 1: Germany and West Germany, 1918–89
This option comprises a study in breadth, in which students will learn 
about key political changes experienced in a unified Germany and then 
in West Germany after the Second World War, and the impact of these 
changes on German economic, social and cultural developments.

Component 2: The rise and fall of fascism in Italy, c1911–46
This option comprises a study in depth of the turbulent years in Italy 
that saw the collapse of the liberal state, the creation of a fascist 
dictatorship and a return to democracy in the aftermath of the Second 
World War

Component 3: Protest, agitation and parliamentary reform in Britain, 
c1780–1928
Students will explore the relationship between authority and mass 
agitation in England, the struggle for greater representation in England, 
and the ways in which the interests and concerns of individuals in 
society could make themselves known.

Component 4: Coursework – African American Civil Rights
Students will complete a 4000-word research project, using sources to 
assess the influence of Martin Luther King Jr.

Assessment
History is assessed using three examinations, as well as an extended 
coursework essay. The coursework essay requires independent study 
and is worth 20% of the final grade.
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Mathematics

A-level Mathematics and Further Mathematics (Edexcel)

About the course
This course further extends knowledge in Mathematics, builds on the 
skills, knowledge and understanding set out in the whole GCSE subject 
content for Mathematics. Assessments will be designed to reward 
students for demonstrating the ability to provide responses that 
draw together different areas of their knowledge, analytical skills and 
understanding from across the full course of study. Problem solving, 
proof and mathematical modelling will be assessed in both A-level and 
Further Mathematics. This course consists of three externally examined 
papers at the end of two-year course.  

Why study A-level Mathematics and Further Mathematics? 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:  

• understand mathematics and mathematical processes in a way that 
promotes confidence, fosters enjoyment and provides a strong 
foundation for progress to further study 

• extend their range of mathematical skills and techniques 
• understand coherence and progression in mathematics and how 

different areas of mathematics are connected 
• apply mathematics in other fields of study and be aware of the 

relevance of mathematics to the world of work and to situations in 
society in general 

• use their mathematical knowledge to make logical and reasoned 
decisions in solving problems both within pure mathematics and in a 
variety of contexts, and communicate the mathematical rationale for 
these decisions clearly 

• reason logically and recognise incorrect reasoning 
• generalise mathematically 
• construct mathematical proofs 

• use their mathematical skills and techniques to solve challenging 
problems that require them to decide on the solution strategy

• recognise when mathematics can be used to analyse and solve a 
problem in context 

• represent situations mathematically and understand the relationship 
between problems in context and mathematical models that may be 
applied to solve them 

• draw diagrams and sketch graphs to help explore mathematical 
situations and interpret solutions 

• make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions by using 
mathematical reasoning 

• interpret solutions and communicate their interpretation effectively 
in the context of the problem 

• read and comprehend mathematical arguments, including 
justifications of methods and formulae, and communicate their 
understanding 

• read and comprehend articles concerning applications of 
mathematics and communicate their understanding 

• use technology such as calculators and computers effectively and 
recognise when their use may be inappropriate 

• take increasing responsibility for their own learning and the 
evaluation of their own mathematical developments. 

A-level Mathematics Assessment Overview: 
• Paper 1 and Paper 2 may contain questions on any topics from the 

Pure Mathematics content. 
• Students must answer all questions. 
• Calculators can be used in the assessment.

Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1, 9MA0/01;  
Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2, 9MA0/02
Each paper is: 
• 2-hour written examination
• 33.33% of the qualification
• 100 marks

Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics, 9MA0/03 
This part covers the applied element of the syllabus is split into two 
areas of Statistics and Mechanics to help students focus and apply their 
learning appropriately. 
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One paper is: 
• 2-hour written examination 
• 33.33% of the qualification 
• 100 marks

A-level Further Mathematics Assessment Overview:  
• All questions are compulsory. 
• Calculators can be used in the assessment.

Paper 1: Core Pure Mathematics 1, 9FM01/01;  
Paper 2: Core Pure Mathematics 2, 9FM02/02
Each paper is: 
• Written Examinations: 1 hour and 30 minutes
• 25% of the qualification 
• 75 marks

Paper 3: Further Pure Mathematics Option 1
One paper is:  
• written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes
• 25% of the qualification 
• 75 marks

Content overview
Students take one of the following four options: 

A) Further Pure Mathematics 1, 9FM0/3A: Further Trigonometry, 
Further Calculus, Further differential, Coordinate systems, Further 
vectors, further numeric methods and inequalities.  
B) Further Statistics 1, 9FM0/3B:  discrete probability distributions, 
poisson binomial distributions, geometric and negative binomial 
distributions, hypothesis testing, central limit theorem, chi squared 
tests, probability generating functions and quality of tests. 
C) Further Mechanics 1, 9FM0/3C: Momentum and impulse, work, 
energy and power, elastic strings and springs and elastic energy, elastic 
collisions in one dimension and elastic collisions in two dimensions. 
D) Decision Mathematics 1, 9FM0/3D: Algorithm and graph theory, 
algorithm on graphs, algorithms on graphs 2, critical path analysis and 
linear programming

Paper 4: Further Pure Mathematics Option 2
One paper is: 
• Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 
• 25% of the qualification 
• 75 marks

Content overview 
Students take one of the following seven options:

A) Further Pure Mathematics 2, 9FM0/4A: Groups, further calculus, 
further matrix algebra, further complex numbers, number theory, 
further sequences and series.  
B) Further Statistics 1, 9FM0/3B: same as option 1
C) Further Mechanics 1, 9FM0/3C: same as option 1
D) Decision Mathematics 1, 9FM0/3D: same as option 1
E) Further Statistics 2, 9FM0/4B: Linear regressions, continuous 
probability distributions, correlation, combinations of random variables, 
estimation, confidence intervals and tests using a normal distribution, 
hypothesis tests and confidence intervals and confidence intervals and 
tests using the t – distribution.
F) Further Mechanics 2, 9FM0/4C: Motion in a circle, centres of mass 
of plane figures, further centre of mass, further dynamics and further 
kinematics. 
G) Decision Mathematics 2, 9FM0/4D: transportation problem, 
allocation problems, flows in network, dynamic programming, game 
theory, recurrence relations and decision analysis.
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Media  
Studies

A-level Media Studies (AQA)

What’s A-Level Media Studies about?
Media Studies is a vast and eclectic subject area which includes studying 
media disciplines ranging from hundreds of years ago to the ultra-
contemporary sub-sectors. A-level Media Studies will introduce you to 
many different media and encourages theoretical considerations across 
all platforms studied. Audience reception, representation, regulation 
and ownership and gender theory are just some of the theories you will 
learn about.

A-level Media Studies allows you to question the validity of the 
information you receive on a daily basis and to be aware of bias within 
the media so that by the end of the two-year period you should have an 
even better understanding of the world we live in.

What sort of work is involved?
You will study a wide range of different media which include Advertising 
and Marketing, Newspapers, Film Industry, Radio, Video Games, TV, Print 
and Online Magazines and On-line media. A-level Media Studies centres 
around applying an analytical framework (media language, audience, 
representation and context) which you learn through discussion, analysis 
and debating. You will develop a range of technical skills required for 
both constructing and deconstructing media products.

You will be expected to think independently and to develop your own 
voice, and you will be encouraged to expand your knowledge outside of 
the classroom through reading and through engaging with a wide range 
of Media texts. For example, when studying the newspaper industry, 
taking a daily/weekly newspaper either in a print or online format will 
build your awareness of current affairs. You will need to live and breathe 
media.

What background do I need?
A strong and critical interest in the media is essential for doing well 
in A-level Media Studies but it is not necessary to have studied Media 
at GCSE. It is an essay-based subject and suits students who have 
flourished in subjects like English Literature or History. Because the 
content of A-level Media Studies is firmly embedded within cultural, 
socio-political and economic life, it sits well alongside and supports 
work in subjects like English literature, History, Sociology, Film Studies 
and Politics. Through studying Media Studies students will view, 
evaluate and analyse a variety of media products, and develop practical 
skills spanning a range of media forms. You’ll find contemporary, 
diverse topics and varied and engaging content, helping you to develop 
research, problem-solving skills as well as your creativity. You’ll also 
also refine debating skills through the discussion of contemporary 
issues from a range of perspectives.

Assessments

Media One

What’s assessed
Section A will focus on Media Language and Media Representations. 
Questions in this section will test the following forms:
• advertising and marketing
• music video.

Section B will focus on Media Industries and Media Audiences. 
Questions in this section can test any two of the following forms:
• radio
• newspapers
• film (industries only).

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 2 hours
• 84 marks
• 35% of A-level

41-42



Questions
• A range of questions relating to an unseen source and Close Study 

Products.
• Two essay questions (20 marks), one of which is an extended 

response question.

Media Two

What’s assessed
Questions will focus on the in-depth media forms of television, 
magazines and online, social and participatory media/video games.

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 2 hours
• 84 marks
• 35% of A-level

Questions
• One medium length unseen analysis question.
• Three essay questions (25 marks), one of which is an extended 

response question and one of which is a synoptic question.

Non-exam assessment: Creating a cross-media production

What’s assessed
• Application of knowledge and understanding of the theoretical 

framework.
• Ability to create media products.

How it’s assessed
• A choice of one of six annually changing briefs, set by AQA.
• 60 marks
• 30% of A-level
• Assessed by teachers, moderated by AQA

Tasks
Students produce:
• a statement of intent
• a cross-media production made for an intended audience.
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Modern Foreign 
Languages

A-level Modern Foreign Languages (AQA)

About the courses
We offer modern foreign languages A-level courses in French and 
Spanish. 

French
With over 200 million people speakers covering all five continents 
and as an official language of the United Nations, French remains a 
highly important world language. France is a key economic partner 
of many nations, notably Britain, and a knowledge of French offers a 
great advantage in the international job market. Studying French also 
provides access to some of the greatest works of art and literature, 
not to mention fashion, dance, cooking and architecture where it is the 
recognised international language. Add to this the ability to travel and 
communicate, as well as the simple joy of learning a melodious and rich 
language, and French becomes an excellent choice to study at A-level 
and beyond.

Social issues and trends
Current trends
Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any French-speaking 
country or countries.
• The changing nature of family
• The ‘cyber-society’
• The place of voluntary work

Current issues
Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any French-speaking 
country or countries.
• Positive features of a diverse society
• Life for the marginalised
• How criminals are treated

Political and artistic culture
Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any French-speaking 
country or countries.
• A culture proud of its heritage
• Contemporary francophone music
• Cinema: the 7th art form

Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world
Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any French-speaking 
country or countries.
• Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment
• Demonstrations, strikes – who holds the power?
• Politics and  and immigration

Individual research project
Students must identify a subject or a key question which is of interest 
to them and which relates to a country or countries where French is 
spoken. They must select relevant information in French from a range 
of sources including the internet. The aim of the research project is 
to develop research skills. Students will demonstrate their ability to 
initiate and conduct individual research by analysing and summarising 
their findings, in order to present and discuss them in the speaking 
assessment.

Students may choose a subject linked to one of the themes or sub-
themes or to one of the works. However, students must not base their 
research on the same literary text or film that they refer to in their 
written assessment.

Spanish
The vibrant and exciting Hispanic culture is often a good enough reason 
to learn Spanish, to gain the ability to communicate with peoples from 
across the globe but notably in South and Central America. The recent 
explosion of Spanish and Latin American cinema gives a sense of the 
growing impact of Hispanic culture and studying Spanish will provide 
access to both classic and modern works of art and literature.
• 
• 
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Multiculturalism in Hispanic society
Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any Spanish-speaking 
country or countries.
• Immigration
• Racism
• Integration

Political and artistic culture
Artistic culture in the Hispanic world
Students must study the sub-theme Spanish regional identity in relation 
to Spain. Students may study the remaining sub-themes in relation to 
any Spanish-speaking country or countries.
• Modern day idols
• Spanish regional identity
• Cultural heritage

Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world
Students must study Monarchies and dictatorships in relation to any 
relevant Spanish-speaking country or countries. Students may study the 
remaining sub-themes in relation to any Spanish-speaking country or 
countries.
• Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens
• Monarchies and dictatorships
• Popular movements
• Ejemplos de protestas sociales

Individual research project
Students must identify a subject or a key question which is of interest 
to them and which relates to a country or countries where Spanish is 
spoken. They must select relevant information in Spanish from a range 
of sources including the internet. The aim of the research project is 
to develop research skills. Students will demonstrate their ability to 
initiate and conduct individual research by analysing and summarising 
their findings, in order to present and discuss them in the speaking 
assessment.

Students may choose a subject linked to one of the themes or sub-
themes or to one of the works. However, students must not base their 
research on the same literary text or film that they refer to in their 
written assessment.

The scheme of assessment is common to both A-level languages.

Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing

What’s assessed:
• Aspects of French/Spanish-speaking society: current trends
• Aspects of French/Spanish-speaking society: current issues
• Artistic culture in the French/Spanish-speaking world
• Aspects of political life in the French/Spanish-speaking world
• Grammar

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes
• 100 marks
• 50% of A-level

Questions
• Listening and responding to spoken passages from a range of 

contexts and sources covering different registers and adapted 
as necessary. Material will include complex factual and abstract 
content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. Studio 
recordings will be used and students will have individual control of 
the recording. All questions are in French/Spanish, to be answered 
with non-verbal responses or in French/Spanish (30 marks)

• Reading and responding to a variety of texts written for different 
purposes, drawn from a range of authentic sources and adapted 
as necessary. Material will include complex factual and abstract 
content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. All 
questions are in French/Spanish, to be answered with non-verbal 
responses or in French/Spanish (50 marks)

• Translation into English; a passage of minimum 100 words (10 
marks)

• Translation into French; a passage of minimum 100 words (10 
marks).

• No access to a dictionary during the assessment.

Paper 2: Writing

What’s assessed
• One text and one film or two texts from the list set in the 
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specification
• Grammar

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 2 hours
• 80 marks in total
• 20% of A-level

Questions
• Either one question in French/Spanish on a set text from a choice of 

two questions and one question in French on a set film from a choice 
of two questions or two questions in French/Spanish on set texts 
from a choice of two questions on each text.

• All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts and 
issues covered in the work and a critical and analytical response 
to features such as the form and the technique of presentation, as 
appropriate to the work studied (eg the effect of narrative voice in a 
prose text or camera work in a film).

• No access to texts or films during the assessment.
• No access to a dictionary during the assessment.
• Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay.

Paper 3: Speaking

What’s assessed
Individual research project
One of four themes (Aspects of French/Spanish-speaking society: 
current trends, Aspects of French/Spanish-speaking society: current 
issues, Artistic culture in the French/Spanish-speaking world, Aspects of 
political life in the French/Spanish-speaking world)

How it’s assessed
• Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time)
• 60 marks in total
• 30% of A-level

Questions
• Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a stimulus 

card (5–6 minutes). The student studies the card for 5 minutes at the 

start of the test (25 marks).
• Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9–10 minutes) of individual 

research project (35 marks).
• No access to a dictionary during the assessment (including 5 

minutes preparation).
• Students may take the assessment only once before certification.
• Assessments will be conducted by either the centre or a visiting 

examiner and marked by an AQA examiner.
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Music

A-level Music (Educas)

About the Course
Music is core to the human experience. It belongs to every one of us and 
impacts our lives on a daily basis. As both a practical and an academic 
subject, Music requires students to develop unique skills across a 
wide range of areas. You will be able to analyse and apply detailed 
knowledge of your subject, as well as becoming a confident, disciplined 
performer who can work with others to develop their ideas. The Educas 
Music specification requires students to develop an in-depth knowledge 
of a wide range of musical styles, contexts and elements. 

Component 1: Performing (35%)
Students will develop their skills in using and controlling the technical 
and expressive elements of music to give a performance of a minimum 
of three pieces. These can be solo and/or ensemble performances. The 
repertoire performed will link to areas of study from the course. The 
total duration of the pieces combined must be between 10 and 12 
minutes. The performance will be recorded and externally assessed.

Component 2: Composing (25%)
Students will explore their skills in creating their own music, developing 
their range of devices and techniques in order to prepare a portfolio of 
two compositions. One of the compositions will be a response to a brief 
set by the exam board and the other will be a free choice, decided by the 
student. The portfolio will be recorded with accompanying scores and 
externally assessed

(There is an option to specialise in composing rather than performing 
for students whom this may be an appropriate choice) 

and Twenty First Century Music. Students will develop their knowledge 
of these areas, their contexts and the language surrounding them and 
be able to make critical judgements about them. Each area of study 
will contain content from set works and key composers and artists. For 
this component, students will sit a written examination of 2 hours 15 
minutes.
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Physics

A-level Physics (AQA)

About the course
Physicists explore the fundamental nature of almost everything we 
know of. They probe the furthest reaches of the earth to study the 
smallest pieces of matter. Physics explores everything!

What you will study

Year 12: measurements and errors, particles/radiation, waves, 
mechanics/materials, electricity

Year 13: further mechanics and thermal physics, fields & their 
consequences, nuclear physics, astrophysics

There are also 12 required practicals including electricity, waves and 
mechanics. 

Paper 1

What’s assessed
• Sections 1 to 5 and 6.1 (Periodic motion)
• Assessed written exam: 2 hours
• 85 marks
• 34% of A-level

Questions
• 60 marks of short and long answer questions and 25 multiple choice 

questions on content.

Paper 2

What’s assessed
• Sections 6.2 (Thermal Physics), 7 and 8
• Assumed knowledge from sections 1 to 6.1
• Assessed written exam: 2 hours
• 85 marks
• 34% of A-level

Questions
• 60 marks of short and long answer questions and 25 multiple choice 

questions on content.

Paper 3

What’s assessed
• Section A Compulsory section: Practical skills and data analysis
• Section B: Students enter for one of sections 9, 10, 11, 12 or 13
• Assessed written exam: 2 hours
• 80 marks
• 32% of A-level

Questions
• 45 marks of short and long answer questions on practical 

experiments and data analysis.
• 35 marks of short and long answer questions on optional topic.
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Psychology

A-level Psychology (AQA)

About the course
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and human behaviour. 
This means, as Psychologists, we try to understand what motivates, 
challenges or changes our behaviour. Psychologists study human 
behaviour by observing, measuring and testing, then arriving at 
conclusions that are rooted in sound scientific methodology. 

Studying A-level Psychology allows you to gain a solid understanding 
of key concepts and theories within this subject. It will explore the 
fascinating human mind and expand your awareness of why we 
behave how we do. You will be able to bring your own knowledge and 
understanding of human behaviour into discussions and will learn to 
explain behaviours you may have already been aware of, by applying 
psychological theories and concepts. 

Every day, psychologists are involved in:  

• Helping people to overcome depression, stress, trauma and phobias. 
• Speeding up recovery from traumatic brain injury through an 

increased understanding of brain functioning. 
• Reducing bullying in schools and psychological abuse in the 

workplace. 
• Helping the police, courts and prison service to perform more 

effectively.

A-level Psychology also helps you prepare for university study though 
the development of core skills that universities and employers alike 
desire. These include:

• Independent thinking
• Critical analysis
• Strong research skills
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The Topics above include: 

• Social influence (how our behaviour changes in the presence of 
others), 

• Memory (you will get to test yours and also find out about things 
that affect how accurate eye witnesses may be) and 

• Attachment (how infants attach to their main caregiver and how this 
can influence you throughout your life). 

• Psychopathology (all about what is normal or abnormal behaviour 
plus looking at 3 mental health issues – depression, OCD and 
phobias) and 

• Approaches in Psychology (the different ways we can explain and 
predict behaviour). 

• Research Methods including different ways we can investigate 
behaviour such as doing experiments, interviews or observing 
people. You will get to carry out a number of your own 
investigations.

 
Students sit three papers. All papers are a combination of multi-choice, 
short answer and extended writing questions.

Within Psychology there is some biology content and some GCSE level 
mathematics. It is not essential to have taken GCSE psychology in order 
to take the A-level and most students will not have done so. 

PAPER 1
Introductory Topics

PAPER 2
Psychology in Context

PAPER 3 
Issues and Options

Social Influence Approaches Issues & Debates

Memory Biopsychology Gender

Attachment Research Methods Aggression

Psychopathology Schizophrenia
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